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SEPSIS

Polish and worldwide
data

▪ Sepsis is life-threatening organ dysfunction due to a dysregulated 

host response to infection. It is considered a major cause of health 

loss, but data for the global burden of sepsis are limited. As a 

syndrome caused by underlying infection, sepsis is not part of 

standard Global Burden of Diseases, Injuries, and Risk Factors Study 

(GBD) estimates.

▪ Multiple cause-of-death data from 109 million individual death 

records were used to calculate mortality related to sepsis among each 

of the 282 underlying causes of death in GBD 2017.

▪ Age-standardised sepsis incidence fell by 37·0% (95% UI 11·8–54·5) 

and mortality decreased by 52·8% (47·7–57·5) from 1990 to 2017. 

Despite declining age-standardised incidence and mortality, sepsis 

remains a major cause of health loss worldwide and has an 

especially high health-related burden in sub-Saharan Africa.

Global, regional, and national sepsis incidence and mortality, 1990–2017: analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study. Lancet 2020; 395: 200–11
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Age-standardised sepsis incidence per 100 000 population for both sexes, in 2017



Percentage of all deaths related to sepsis, age-standardised for both sexes, in 2017
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